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Choose to do either one question worth 100 points or two questions worth 50 points each. Do not use plays or characters we did not study this term as principle examples.  If you have previously studied Shakespeare, you can of course make reference to other plays, as long as your focus is on the works we’ve studied. For an A or a B, you must use the printed text as the basis for your interpretation.  That is, don’t tell me a story about the character King Lear. You can’t interpret without using the text.  So quote and interpret what you quote. You can and should also make reference to how directors have interpreted plays, scenes and character—but be specific about the scene. Do not confuse the film (an interpretation) with Shakespeare’s play (which is in print form).  Top answers will use both the printed text and the films in their arguments.

The 100-point question is below.  The 50-point questions are on the next page. The Bonus is on the bottom of BOTH pages.




Here is the 100-point question:  

In this passage from Richard Hornby’s Drama, Metadrama, and Perception, Hornby makes an indirect statement about one thing that separates “great playwrights” from the “ordinary ones”:
Great playwrights tend to be more consciously metadramatic than ordinary ones, and their plays to employ metadramatic devices more obviously, because the great playwright conceives his mission to be one of altering the norms and standards by which his audience views the world, and is thus more likely to attack those norms frontally.”  (32) 
 The fact that Shakespeare is still engaging audiences after 400 years is solid evidence that he is a great playwright. But for this question, take on the assertion that “the great playwright conceives his mission to be one of altering the norms and standards by which his audience views the world, and is thus more likely to attack those norms frontally.”  Write an essay (2 single-spaced pages) that explores this idea that Shakespeare’s mission is on of “altering the norms and standards by which his audience view the world.”  Use examples from the four plays we studied to consider what “norms and standards” of his time Shakespeare may have been attacking or questioning. To what extent does his work challenge the norms and standards by which we view the world today? 



Bonus:  We have seen several characters who occupy a status lower that that of the primary characters in the play:  Dogberry, Verges and the Watch, from Much Ado About Nothing; the “Rude Mechanicals”  (skilled manual laborers but amateur actors), who put on the play in A Midsummer Night’s Dream;  Lear’s Fool; and the servants in Taming of the Shrew.  Choose ONE of these characters (or groups of characters) and explain why they are essential to the play and its meaning.  (5)









Here are the 50-point questions. You must do both to pass the final exam.
1. Here are two passages from Richard Hornby’s book, Drama, Metadrama, and Perception.

“Rather than mirroring life passively, drama is instead a means of thinking about life, a way of organizing or categorizing it.”  (26)

Great playwrights tend to be more consciously metadramatic than ordinary ones, and their plays to employ metadramatic devices more obviously, because the great playwright conceives his mission to be one of altering the norms and standards by which his audience view the world, and is thus more likely to attack those norms frontally.”  (32) 

You will also find useful discussions about metadrama linked on Canvas and in Wikipedia under “Metatheatre.”  You can use these resources to help you address the following task. Please cite any passage you quote, summarize or paraphrase. Do NOT use any other sources in print or on the internet. Remember too that there are resources on Canvas that provide insight into Shakespeare’s audience and the ideas that formed their cultural reference points. 

Write a one-page, single-spaced essay that examines how metadrama in A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Taming of the Shrew “[alter] the norms by which Shakespeare’s audience view[ed] the world.”  Provide at least one example for each play.  (50 points)


2. Shakespeare is often playing with questions about what love is, from “falling in love” to how parents and children love each other.  In a one-page, single-spaced essay, choose three characters from different plays that will allow you to explore three different aspects of the question of love. What can you say, based on these example, about why Shakespeare turns to this question, over and over?  (50 points)




Bonus:  We have seen several characters who occupy a status lower than that of the primary characters in the play:  Dogberry, Verges and the Watch, from Much Ado About Nothing; the “Rude Mechanicals” (skilled manual laborers but amateur actors), who put on the play in A Midsummer Night’s Dream;  Lear’s Fool; and the servants in Taming of the Shrew.  Choose ONE of these characters (or groups of characters) and explain why they are essential to the play and its meaning.  (5)

